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Tillages   or   tents   lie  scattered,  the   materials  of a

powerful nation await reorganization, and tend rapidly
to coalesce round the point where that organization
has already begun; invigorated by the infusion of new
blood, that of the keen Circassian, the daring Koorde,
and the more reflective Georgian. Here, too, is one
ruling family, men of practical good sense, tried courage,
and long experience in action, men from amongst
whom the hoped-for head may well arise. Nor shotild
we wonder, under the reaction which Eussian pressure
is daily intensifying, to see such a one arise very
suddenly. Growths are quick in the East.

Lastly, a remarkable symptom in this part of the
world, and one of deep significance, is the revival of
the old Mahometan spirit, and that too under a form
which may, in our day, be characterized as armed defen-
sive, but which may soon become distinctly offensive and
aggressive. This phenomenon is indeed partly due to
Russian encroachment, and to a movement, felt rather
than reasoned out, of antagonism to western advance; but
it is also, and perhaps equally due, to the conscious-
ness of youth and power. New mosques, new schools,
new teachers, all on the severer model of -what may be
called the nineteenth-century Mahometan revival, the
same of which Arab Wahhabeeism is the exaggerated
prototype, are multiplying over the face of the land
even in excess of actual requirement; and practices
contrary to the teaching of Islam, wine and spirit
drinking for instance, unfortunately too common some
years since, have now fallen into total discredit, and are
abandoned to those in whom custom has rendered them,
no less than many other vices, scarce a disgrace, Greeks
and Armenians. Thus too Eamadan is observed, and
prayers performed, with much greater exactitude than
formerly. High and low, the nation is in training.